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Introduction	  
 
These pages are crammed with important details answering most questions you might 
have and what you need to know to make the most of the Bozeman Ice Festival. We hope 
that this document helps everyone have a safe and enjoyable time on the ice and during 
your stay in Bozeman. If there are additional questions not answered here, please feel free 
to drop us an email at support@bozemanicefest.com 
 
Hyalite Road Plowing: The Bozeman Ice Climbing Festival is the signature event of the 
non-profit organization the Ice Climbing Alliance. Our mission is to support winter 
access in Hyalite Canyon, provide scholarships for future participants and guides and 
generally support climbing access throughout Montana and beyond. Ice climbing in 
Hyalite would not be possible without a collaborative effort between the Custer Gallatin 
National Forest and Gallatin County with support from the public to help pay for 
plowing. Now THAT’s a good cause. 
 
In-Town Location: All of our off-ice events will be held at the Emerson Cultural Center 
in downtown Bozeman. “The Emerson” is at 111 South Grand Ave on the corner of 
Babcock Ave in historic downtown Bozeman. 

Clinic	  Check	  in	  &	  Gear	  Demos	  
	  
Clinic Check In: We require that all registered participants Check-In at the Emerson 
Ballroom between 5 pm and 7 pm the night BEFORE your first clinic. This includes 
participants that have their own gear and are not planning to demo anything. This is also 
when you get your “Swag Bag” full of goodies and coupons reserved exclusively for On-
Ice Clinic participants. 
 
Checking Out Demo Gear: As part of your registration for the On-Ice Clinics, you get 
free “demo” use of the best gear on the planet. This includes clothing, ice axes, 
crampons, boots, harnesses, helmets, gloves, and even packs to carry it all around in. The 
reps and athletes from these companies are here to help you try stuff on, show you how to 
properly use the gear, and answer questions about their products.  You will be required 
to put a credit card number down as a deposit for any demo gear, so please bring 
that along with you. 
 
Demo Gear Check-Out will be held in the Emerson Ballroom from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
on the night BEFORE your clinics. Please try to accomplish the gear checkout in a timely 
manner so that we do not interfere with the slide shows, which begin at 7:30 pm. 
 
Paperwork: In addition to the General Liability Waiver that you agreed to when 
registering (printed version are available upon request), we will have a Demo Gear 
Check-Out Form and a Rental Acknowledgment Form that are required to check out gear. 
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Please take note that you MUST return demo paperwork to the BIF Staff before you 
leave the Emerson Ballroom. All Demo Gear must be returned in the Parking Lot at 
the end of your clinic by 3:30pm. Late returns will be charged a late fee. 
 
What if I can’t make the demo check in the night before? 
We have a handful of no-shows every year and the waiting list to get into clinics is 
significant. If you are unable to make it the night before your clinic but plan on being in 
Hyalite the next morning, please let us know ASAP so we don’t release your spot. Email 
us at support@bozemanicefest.com 
 
We may or may not have a limited amount of gear for demo in the parking area and if we 
do, don’t count on the best selection. 

Returning	  Demo	  Gear	  
The demo gear needs to be returned in the Hyalite parking area as soon as you are 
done climbing for the day. 
 
DO NOT TAKE IT HOME OR BACK TO THE EMERSON. This means if you 
rented climbing boots, bring a pair of shoes or warm boots to change into in the parking 
area. It is essential that we collect the demo gear in the parking area so that we can get it 
distributed to the climbers on the next day. If the gear is not returned in the parking lot 
after your clinic, you will be charged full retail replacement value. 
 
What if I am taking multiple clinics? You must return your demo gear every day. This 
requires coming to the Emerson Ballroom between 5 pm and 7 pm the night before your 
next clinic and repeating the demo check out process. This is the only way we can keep it 
straight and continue to provide enough gear for all the participants.  

Evening	  Events	  
 
By signing up for the On-Ice Clinics you gain free access to many of the nightly films 
and presentations. The evening events generally begin at 7:30 pm in the Emerson 
Crawford Theater. For anyone who is not signed up for the on-ice clinics, tickets can be 
purchased at the door. 
 
Gear Raffles: Every night we give away piles of the best gear on the planet. Each 
Clinic Participant will receive one free ticket. Extra Tickets can be purchased at the door. 
 
The Legendary Stoke Package!  It is back bigger and better than ever. You won’t find 
this at any other ice festival! For only $50 you can enter to win all the gear you’ll ever 
need to ice climb and look great while you are doing it - a $3,000+ retail value.  Included 
this year is free entry into the clinic of your choice at next year’s Bozeman Ice Fest. 
Tickets are limited to 100 and are only available in person at the Emerson. 
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Sunday Local Legends Wrap Party: Join Festival participants and athletes in the 
Emerson Ballroom for a chili feast and special presentation by a “local legend” followed 
by announcement of the special Guy Lacelle Hyalite Service Award. 

How	  do	  I	  get	  to	  my	  clinics	  in	  Hyalite	  Canyon?	  
 
CARPOOL 
Parking is limited at Grotto Falls and we have to maintain an emergency corridor so 
please do your best to fill your car with climbers before you get to Grotto Falls. 
Otherwise we may have to turn cars away and that will be a hassle for everyone. 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot offer organized shuttle service due to the challenges in 
securing vehicles and drivers. Please visit the American Alpine Club table in the 
Ballroom to check in on carpooling and other Park and Ride options. 
 
DRIVING: 
What time do I leave in the morning? The on-ice instruction will begin at 8:00am 
every day. We recommend you leave downtown Bozeman no later than 7:15 a.m. with 
7:00 a.m. preferred. The road can be treacherous, and it is advised you take your time 
getting there. Accidents due to late folks rushing are not uncommon. The road is usually 
plowed (but not sanded due to watershed concerns) so a 2-wheel drive vehicle may be 
passable, but not advised. If unsure of the driving or conditions, please allow extra time. 
 
Driving Directions 
From Main Street, go south on Highland Boulevard (near the Western Heritage Inn) or 
Willson Ave (one block from the Emerson) to Kagy Boulevard. Turn right (west) on 
Kagy and continue to 19th Street and turn left (south). Continue south on 19th to the edge 
of the mountains and the Hyalite Canyon Road (left) a half mile past an obvious 90-
degree turn. Follow the Hyalite Canyon Road for 13.5 miles going around the reservoir to 
the end of the road, known as the Grotto Falls Parking Lot. 
 
Check out our Google Map with key festival venues listed: http://bit.ly/1DJQp4h 

What	  should	  I	  bring	  for	  my	  clinics?	  
	  
Food and Water for the On-Ice Clinics: We will have hot coffee and muffins in the 
parking lot each morning courtesy of our official coffee supplier. If you need a cup and 
some eats before you leave for Hyalite, most hotels are offering continental breakfast or 
we recommend the traditional Western Café on Main Street (Open at 5 a.m. except 
Sunday). At the other end of the health food spectrum is Sola Café (open at 6:30 a.m.) in 
the shopping center on the southeast corner of Kagy and South 3rd Avenue, across from 
the Museum of the Rockies. You will need to provide food and water for yourself during 
the day. Bring plenty of water (at least a liter). A thermos of hot tea or coffee is also a  
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nice treat. It will probably be cold and staying hydrated is an integral part of staying 
warm. Your favorite snacks or energy bars are a great idea. There will likely be some 
samples from our generous sponsors available throughout the festival at the Emerson. 
 
Aprés-Climb. We recommend bringing a dry pair of socks and boots to put on at the end 
of the day after dropping your demo boots off with Ice Festival staff in the parking lot. 
It’s also a good idea to bring a warm, dry coat to replace your climbing jacket (it may get  
wet from water and or sweat) to keep you warm as we decompress and share stories at 
the end of the day. 

Clothing	  
Our Demo Sponsors will provide shells, belay coats, and limited insulation layers. 
What to Wear: Dress in layers, and DO NOT wear cotton even in your under layers. 
Bring extra gloves. Bring a waterproof outer layer in case there is water dripping off the 
ice climbs. Use a traditional layering system of long underwear, a mid insulating layer 
and a shell coat. Trimmer fitting clothing is best, particularly for your pants3 Big baggy 
snowboard style pants will work but increase the chances you might snag your cuffs with 
the sharp crampon points. Also, be aware that ice climbing is a “stop and go” physical 
sport where you will be working up a sweat one minute and standing around the next.  
 
Hats & Gloves: The thinner and more dexterous your gloves, the more manageable it is 
to hang on and to swing ice axes. It is recommended you bring at least one pair of thinner 
shell gloves or even extra liners for climbing and a warmer pair or even mittens that you 
can keep dry and put on when you are not climbing. Bring a warm hat that covers your 
ears and will fit under a helmet. A neck gaiter or balaclava is recommended. There may 
be a limited number of gloves you can check out with the rest of the demo gear! 
 
Packs: There will be demo packs available for you to carry all your stuff to the ice. 
 
Other items to think about: 

• Ski or trekking poles are optional but some people find them useful on the uphill 
approach to the climbs. 

• Don’t forget your camera and have those batteries fully charged. 
• CELL PHONES. There is no cell service in Hyalite. Plan accordingly. 
• For the enjoyment and safety of all, dogs are NOT allowed at any of the Ice 

Festival venues. 

Final	  Thoughts	  
	  
If you have any other questions just e-mail us and we’ll get to it as soon as we can. 
We hope you have a safe and enjoyable event. 
 
bozemanicefest@gmail.com 


